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Welcome to
Henderson Count
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Located on the crest of the Blue Rldge Mountains

adjoining the South Carolina line, Henderson County s
358 square miles'was occupied by members of the
Cherokee Nation until after the Revolutionary War.
Hendersonville Was a hunting ground for the Cherokees
well before William Mills came to the area in the late
1780s. Mills, a Tory, had lgeen |eft for.dead at the Battle
ofKing’s Mountain. But after the victorious patriots
camped down for the night, Mills crawled away in the
darkness and made his way west, working his way to
the mountains. The wounded soldierflived in a mountain
cave until tempers in the lowlands cooled and peace
became a reality. From his hideout, he was'able to
marvel at the rich land below. Mills returned to the area
after the Revolution and became the first white settler,
receiving a land grant in 1787 that was one of the first
to be issued west of the Blue Ridge Mountains:

When Buncombe County was created in 1792, its territory
embraced all the Cherokee lands, including those which
later became Henderson County. In 1838-39, the state
legislature made Henderson the separate county it'is
today, and Hendersonville received its original'charter
in 1847.

Surrounded by rugged mountain peaks; the ‘county’s
rich valleys and sloping hillsides have proven very hos-
pitable to apple trees,‘giving the county distinction as
the largest apple-growing region in the state and host
to the North Carolina /Apple Festival in the fall. The central
plateau’s fertile soil also produces corn, wheat, rye}
and other crops. From'its strictly agricultural base the
coupty s economy has been'boosted by manufacturlng
5 that have located here 1

0 Tourlsm also plays a major economicirole, with attractions - 3
like Carl Sandburg's’home*Connemara‘and humerous A
> A/historic sites drawrng vrsrtors from all-over. The area
around Flat Rock was developed in the rineteenth' century
“as large” summer estates forjaffluent Charléstonians : {
and others who'sought refuge here from the sweltering - %4 [ /¢ |
4 heat and dlsease prevalent in lche Low Country of South
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" Flat Rock’s name ‘comes from a tremendous granite out-
g - =y 3 .
‘crop said to have been the site of Cherokee gatherings.

The main rock can be seen on the grounds of The Flat
Rock Playhouse, one of the best seasonal theaters in
the US and considered North Carolina’s State Theater.

The Pisgah National Forest in the northwest corner of
~thel coUnty was originally Ll of George Vanderbilt's
vast Blltmore Estate. His interest in managing the forest
lands led him to hire Gifford Pinchot, renowned as
America’s first forester. In the early twentieth century
the US Congress designated the land that is now
Pisgah National Forestifor watershed and wildlife
protection and for recreation. Its rich greeh"expanse
is crisscrossed with hiking and biking trails, and'its
abundant streams lure those interested in fishing.

In friendly Henderson County, you'll find a wealth of
natural beauty, interesting attractions, and challenging
routes to create a wonderful cycling adventure.
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Historic Hendersonville

Hendersonville, chartered as the county seat in 1847, will
charm you with its friendly atmosphere and interesting
attractions. Downtown Hendersonville, on the National
Register of Historic Places, remains a vital part of the
community’s cultural and economic growth. Planter boxes
brimming with seasonal flowers border the serpentine
Main Street, with its specialty and antique shops. Offering
visitors traditional Southern hometown charm, the historic
district hosts many activities including the NC Apple
Festival during Labor Day weekend, art shows, street
dances and parades throughout the year.

Along Main Street you'll also find The Arts Center,
whose rotating exhibits have included Ansel Adams
photographs, Salvador Dali lithographs, Bob Timberlake
original paintings, and Saturday Evening Post covers by
Norman Rockwell. The Mineral & Lapidary Museum of
Henderson County, located at the corner of 4th Avenue
and Main Street, houses exhibits from North Carolina and
the Smithsonian, English minerals, Indian artifacts and a
special exhibit of fossils, gems and fluorescent minerals.

A few blocks east is Hendersonville’s Historic Train
Depot, which in 1897 had welcomed the first steam

] 5 ’1 engine to

puff its way

up the Saluda
Grade, the
steepest main-
line standard
railroad in the
US. The depot
houses the
Apple Valley Model Railroad Club and their HO-scale
model railroad, whose layout is typical of Hendersonville,
Asheville, Brevard and Saluda, including the Saluda
Grade. For more information about all these attractions:
828.697.2022 or www.historichendersonville.com

Hendersonville also claims the first air museum in
North Carolina. The Western North Carolina Air
Museum features award-winning restored and replica
antique and vintage airplanes. The museum is located
at the Hendersonville Airport. For more information:
www.wncairmuseum.com.
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Historic Flat Rock

Flat Rock was established in the mid-19th century by
wealthy Charlestonians, Europeans and prominent
plantation owners of South Carolina’s Low Country, who
built large summer estates in the English manner. These
families came to the North
Carolina mountains to
escape the sweltering heat,
yellow fever and malaria
which plagued the Low
Country in summer. The
entire district of Flat Rock
is included in the National
Register of Historic Places.
Besides being the site of
Carl Sandburg’s home, Flat
Rock features several attrac-
tions such as St. John in the Wilderness Episcopal Church,
Historic Woodfield Inn and the Singleton Centre art studios,
as well as, many unique specialty shops and enterprises.

Also here is the Flat Rock Playhouse, considered one

of the ten best seasonal theaters in the country. With a
50-year history, the playhouse presents quality entertain-
ment, rarely found so far from Broadway, such as comedies,
American classics, musicals, farces and whodunits. Open
from late May through mid-October, the playhouse offers
matinees and evening performances Wednesday through
Sunday. For more information: 828.693.0731 or
www.flatrockplayhouse.org

Connemara — Carl Sandburg’s Home

Carl Sandburg was already famous when he retired at
age 67 with his family to this quiet 240-acre retreat in the
Blue Ridge Mountains
near Flat Rock. Here
this poet, minstrel,
lecturer, biographer
and Pulitzer Prize-
winning author spent &‘I,
the last 22 years of
his long, productive
life. While in residence
at Connemara he
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published a novel, his autobiography and several
volumes of history and poetry, including the Complete
Poems for which he won the Pulitzer Prize in 1951. Life
at Connemara was busy, too, for Mrs. Sandburg and her
daughters, who continued to breed and care for a large,
prize-winning goat herd and run the farm business.

Declared a National Historic Site in 1968, Connemara,
including the main house which dates from 1838, is open
to the public daily except for Thanksgiving, Christmas,
and New Year's Day. Tours are available for a small fee,
and a variety of programs (birth of baby goats in spring,
poetry readings, musical events and dramatic perfor-
mances) is offered year-round. Numerous hiking trails
are also available; however, bicycles are not allowed on
the trails and must be left in the parking area. 1928 Little
River Road, Flat Rock. Admission charged. For more
information: 828.693.4178 or www.nps.gov.carl

Dupont State Forest

One of the newest state forests, Dupont State Forest
straddles Henderson and Transylvania Counties and can
be accessed via Old CCC Road off Crab Creek Road in
Henderson County or Dupont Road (SR 1259) off the south
side of the Southern Highlands Cross-State Route 8. The
State of North Carolina purchased the land from Dupont
after the company sold its industrial operation and sur-
rounding land holdings in the late 1990’s. Situated on a
plateau of the Little River Valley, the 10,000-acre preserve
encompasses waterfalls and rolling land bordered by
moderately steep hills and mountains. The forest is
presently open to the public for hiking, horseback riding,
biking, and fishing (with a NC fishing license). For more
information: 828.251.6509 or http://www.dupontforest.com/

Holmes State Educational Forest

This 231-acre preserve, one of six in North Carolina, has
been developed as a living environmental education
center to help visitors better understand the value of
forests in our lives. To this end, the center offers ranger-
conducted programs for groups, trails with “Talking
Trees” and exhibits, a demonstration trail, scenic trails
and overlooks. Other amenities include a walk-in primitive
campground and showers, restrooms, picnic tables and a
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shelter, volleyball courts and horseshoe pits. Reservations
are required for the picnic shelter, which has a large
stone fireplace. The Forestry Center houses audiovisual
exhibits describing the managed forest and serves as the
starting point for the Forest's trails.

Located off Crab Creek Road on Old CCC Road in south-
western Henderson County, the center is open Tuesday-
Friday from 9 to 5 and Saturday and Sunday from 11 to 8.
Closed Mondays. The Forest's season runs from mid-
March to the Friday before Thanksgiving. No charge.

For more information: 828.692.0100 or www.dfr.state.nc.us/
esf/holmes_esf.htm

Pisgah National Forest

The Pisgah National Forest features some of the most
beautiful and rugged mountain scenery and the best
recreational opportunities in eastern North America. The
forest’s 501,691 acres offer campgrounds, trout streams,
hiking trails, picnic areas, waterfalls and scenic vistas that
support a variety of activities. Diverse wildlife habitats
within the forest provide suitable environments for game
animals and song birds, as well as many threatened and
endangered species. The North Mills River Recreation
Area, accessed from SR 1345 off of NC 191/280 near the
community of Mills River, includes a campground and
picnic area. Pisgah National Forest is located 18 miles
west of Hendersonville just off Route 1. For more informa-
tion: 828.877.4423 or http://ncnatural.com/NCUSFS/Pisgah/
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